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What’s PTAC All About? 
 Congress established the Procurement Technical Assistance 

Cooperative Agreement Program in 1985 as part of the 
Department of Defense (DoD) Authorization Act 

 
 PTAC was designed to assist businesses (focusing on small 

businesses) with federal, state and local government 
contracting 

 
 The program is funded by the federal government through the 

United States Department of Defense’s (DoD) Defense 
Logistics Agency and locally by the Tri-City Regional Chamber 
of Commerce 

 
 
 
 

Funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the Defense Logistics Agency. 

 www.washingtonptac.org  
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Washington PTAC  
Mission & Activities  

 To maximize the number of capable Washington 
State companies participating in the government 
marketplace 
 Provides no-cost one-on-one counseling 
 Workshops 
 Assists with locating bids & helps interpret solicitations 
 Assists with registrations & certifications 
 Assists with marketing to the government 
 Electronic Bid Match service (fee: $165/year) 
 Assists with specifications, standards, and drawings 
 Post-award assistance 
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What is FedBizOpps? 
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Primary function: Website where federal 
opportunities over $25K are posted for 
bid 

 



FBO.gov – Searching Opportunities 
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 3 ways to search: 
1. Use the “quick search” on the 

homepage (don’t need to log-in) 
2. Use the “advanced search form”(don’t 

need to log-in) 
3. Set-up a free search agent to run the 

search(es) for you and send you email 
alerts! (requires a log-in -- free) 



Searching Opportunities 
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Searching Opportunities 
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User Guides 

Demonstration Videos 

Log on & create 
search agent 

Setting up a free search agent (see attached handout 
with instructions) 



Search Agent Tips 
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 In zip codes, “*” is a wildcard (i.e. 
993** searches Tri-Cities, Walla Walla 
Walla and surrounding areas) 

 Narrow using your NAICS codes 
 Select “award notices” if you’d also 

like to see who’s winning contracts 
 



www.FBO.gov 
Search criteria: Active Opportunities in zip code 993** 
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Set-Aside Codes 

www.washingtonptac.org  
 



Posting Types 
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Sources Sought Notices 
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Sources Sought Notices 
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Tip: Respond to sources sought notices which match your 
capabilities! Agencies use these to conduct market research 
and your response could help shape their acquisition strategy 
(i.e. “rule of two”). 



Sources 
Sought 
Notice 

Example 
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Award Notices 
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Award Notices 
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Award Notices 
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Tip: Hotels can use 
this market 
research strategy 
to locate firms 
winning contracts 
that may need 
lodging while 
performing their 
contract. 



What Else Can I Do With FBO? 
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 Identify NAICS 
 Watched Opportunities List 
 Interested Vendors List 
 Identify Agency Code 
 Locate Small Business Events 

 
Let’s look at each of these! 



NAICS Codes 
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• Which NAICS should be in your 
SAM profile?  

 
• Which NAICS are federal agencies 

using to buy what you sell? 



Watched Opportunities List 
Must be logged in! 
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Watched Opportunities List 
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Access your list of watched opportunities & receive 
email notifications of any modifications/changes 



Interested Vendors List 
Must be logged in! 

www.washingtonptac.org  
 



Why Interested Vendors List? 
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• See who else is interested in this solicitation 
 
• Potentially locate a teaming partner or 

prime contractor to subcontract to 
 
• Can view Interested Vendors List whether 

you are on it or not – but must be  
   logged-in to FBO.gov first 

 



Interested Vendors List 
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Identify Agency Code 
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• Can use as a FBO search agent keyword  
• Use this in your FPDS.gov market research! 



Small Business Events 
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Federal Procurement Data 
Systems (FPDS) 
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Agenda 

WA PTAC  

Purpose of Market 
Research 

Mkt Research 
Demonstrations 
Helpful Websites 

Upcoming Events 

Q&A 
 

Federal Procurement Data 
System – Next Generation 
https://www.fpds.gov (or Google it) 

 

What federal contracts have been 
awarded in the past? To whom? At 
what price? 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Market 

Research 
 

 www.washingtonptac.org  •  360-754-6320   www.washingtonptac.org  •  509-491-3231  

https://www.fpds.gov/
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Agenda 
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Purpose of Market 
Research 

Mkt Research 
Demonstrations 
Helpful Websites 

Upcoming Events 
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FPDS-NG 
Steps: 
- Log-in (Register if it’s your first 

time) 
- “ezSearch” 
- Enter search item (for example, 

for USACE Walla Walla District, 
use ‘W912EF’) 

- “Advanced Search” to add 
additional search criteria 



Agenda 

WA PTAC  

Purpose of Market 
Research 

Mkt Research 
Demonstrations 
Helpful Websites 

Upcoming Events 

Q&A 
 

 
 

 



Questions, Comments, 
Discussion? 
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Thank you for attending! 

Ashley Coronado 
Government Contracting Assistance Specialist 
Washington PTAC 
 
Tri-City Regional Chamber of Commerce 
7130 W. Grandridge Blvd., Suite C 
Kennewick, WA 99336 
Phone (509) 491-3231 

E-mail:  ashley.coronado@tricityregionalchamber.com 
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